A TYRANT RULES

Sulaiman dare not imprison Finkhor, the powerful shaikh
of the Qara section involved, though he must parry the
affront, A fight at Taqa, in which the government askaris
were supported by elements of Al Kathir, produced no
casualties on either side - not an unusual state of affairs in
Arab warfare with shots exchanged at long range. But it
brought a feeling of relief, so that both sides could honour-
ably endure a peace. The place was in favour of Sulaiman,
for with the oath of allegiance came the present of a
hundred head of cattle.

With insufficient power to rule magnanimously, Sulai-
man continued to employ the terrorist methods that better
suited his character, and it was not long before the tribe
were once more on the war-path. A tribesman had in-
dulged in a time-honoured foray (the fear *of raids from
the mountains is a daily dread in the plain to this day) and
Sulaiman imposed some exemplary punishment. This
was disproportionate in the tribal mind, which thereupon
flared up, and only a blockade of the mountains1 - an
extremely bold course - brought them to their knees.

The cup of tribal wrath against Sulaiman was full, but
did not overflow till he left for Oman on leave, with every
apparent reason to be satisfied with the masterful accom-
plishments of his three years' efforts. He set his two sons
'Ali and Mas'ad to rule in his place, and then the Al
Kathir, whose support of Sulaiman had made possible his
dealing with their old rivals, the Qara, now saw their
opportunity in Sulaiman's absence and in the cellars of

1 The blockade applied only to the transport of sardines. The secret of
its success as a weapon lay in the fact that the mountain wealth is chiefly
in cattle, and at certain 4dry' seasons of the year, here, as in Oman, sardines
are the usual fodder.
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